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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 


April ky, 1915. 


MSCORARTIESN for the cCireetor. 


Following ie the report of activities for Yellowstens Sstional “ar: 


for the manth of March 19.5: 


Seather Conditions. The wild winter which has been experienced during 


| Bowenber, Cscamber, January and february soutisued in Merch. Sowaever, there 


were a number of stormy days but less than sermal precipitation. storua 


| eesurred during the sarly part of the month, around the widdle of the sonth, 
amd at the end of the month, a real blizzard Sitting the vark on the 4Slst. 


There wore threes sub-sero temperatures reecurded at Xamcoth during Warch, on 
guevessive sornings, =3° on Harch i, 14," on the Sth, and «2° on the Gth. 
Lewer temperatures and more frequent storms eccurred in the higher elevations. 
Up te March, only two sub-serso temperatures were recerded in February, two 


in Jamery and two in Decesber. fhe sany wars days resulted in a heavy run 


off and practically all the snow had disarpesred around Yamneth ty the end 
of the sonth. 


“The light srowfall required wery little rosd opening. ihe seetion from 
Gardiner to Mamngth and Cooke #25 open throughout the acnth. 


Total precipitation fer the month was 1.lc inches, ag compared with 
1.21 inches last Maroh and .96 inch for ‘ebruary 14;5. ‘The sean presipite- 
tion for Margh is 1.35 inches. fhe amxinum texpersture at Saamoth for the 
month was 56 on the 22nd and the minieum <1); on the Sth. ‘Theres were 5 clear 
days during the month, 15 partly clmidy, omd 10 cloudy. 


The snow depths at the end of the menth fer cone of the wain pointe in 
the parc are shown in the following l0-year tebdle: 


Location 19% 1937 1958 1939 190 19:1 192 1945 194, 1915 


ay 19 20 6 8 3 il 28 10 DSrifte 
Sigel 68 Jl. 49 56 io 57.5 82 48 61 
x0 ig@ 32 25 Beh IT 29 5 BG eles 
36 - - 1z 16 16 2h 10 2 10 
53 35 é2 27 26 22 29 $2.5 33.7 29 


~ 10, 89 37 344 “5 135 The5 8, 

1.9 $409 2.0 @ G a iy 19 12 o 

Faithful Jee5 0 51 21 26 1& 27 7 39 47 

River 54 &9 iu 36 42 ir?) 7o uO 51 
26 17 21 10 6 8 13.8 45 22 565 

Yellowstone 52 39 51 23 aiy $0 30 56 29 27 

- = + 2 = + = + 36.9 38 

- - ws ‘i - “ ia 52.8 28 
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4 Special activities. Superintendent Rogers spent the entire month in 
the sate GANGS GOTT ripe therefrom ag follows: @a Soreman on wareh 8 


with Chief Kenger terrowe for a post-ver mapping progran meting, to Selena 
on Hareh 1); with Assistant Chief Ranger ivans to meet with she Yontene Figk 
and Game Commission, returning evening of 15th; to Sozemen on Hareh 20 to 
speak before « joint meeting of the fotary and Aiwanis Clubs and to attend 

a mooting of the 2h Club, returning on the afternoon of the claty to Livinge- 
ton on the 26th with Assistant te the Superintendent Joffe and U. 8. Commise 
— Wileox to attend a joint seeting of the Livingston and Soroman- Rotary 
dubs. 


Apeietant Superintendent Johnston was on spcoial aseigneent in the 
thieage Offies throughout the entire month, having departed fron the Yellow- 
stone on Pcbruary 14. fe expects toe return om April é. 


Giek Johneon, private flier, and Orange Uleen, of the UW. &. Ferest Serve 
feo, were killed in « plane crash while counting alk in the Jackeaen Kole 
eountry on Wares 2. Cepuby Some “erden Hebert ©. “roan, who wae alao in the 
pleme, was seriously injured. “ilot Johneon was woll imown aa a flier for 
the J. &. Forast Jerviee in this region and head dons considerable flying over 
the Yellowstone in connection with forest fires. 


The Union Pacific anow slows arrived at ‘est Yellowstone on werah 4, 
Glearing the track fron Ashton, idaho te “est Yellewutone. The arrival of 
this snowplow was an wvent of conmiderable importance when the town of Test 
Yellowstone vse isolated for the winter, but since the read from foseman 
te Ashton hed been kept open throughout the entire winter, this arrival is 
of but littio interest. 


-Firet Ald courses were eonducted in the park from Marc: 20 to of by 
George dates, Mield tepresentative for the duerivan Ned “rows, with headquarters 
at Osahea, Nebraske. ‘Thirty-one persona took the Standard Coures, 16 the u- 
vanced Course, and 1), the Inetructor Course. fravtically all these wero park 
employess. 


Sarl Sechstrasser, Yark Slaekamith, wag injured at the north gate during 
the night of February 2 and was taken to the hospital on “arch 2. is 
pelvis bone was dislocated and he was confined te the hospital in Livings- 
ton until the 2th. Ue will bw incapacitated from work for several additional 
weeks. 


ugh Peyton, former Assietant Chief Hanger of the park, returned to the 
Yellowetane on the Yth, following his release fro: active duty with the l. o. 
gla fie was returned fron military furlough to hie old position on 
the 26th. 


Gord was received on Yarck 10 thet Hichard J. omiley, Soseman, Vontana, 
a temporary ranger in the Yellowstone for several seesons, was killed in 
aotion with the U. d. Army in the Juropean war. 


Janes Somerville, former Yellowstone “ark employew and husband of Clerk- 
Cashier Verna &. Somerville, visited in the park for severe] wosks on leave 
from the J. 5, Navy e 
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Aubrey Yaines, forser Yellowstone Furk Senger, waa discharged for dise 
ability from the U. 5. Army om March 22 and expects to return fron military 
furlough about May 1. Mike George, Piret Lt., Ue J. Army, who was formerly 
employed on Yellowstone read «sintenance work for a nuaber of seasons, ree 
turned to the park on March 25, following his discharge for disabllity fron 
the Ue Se Army. 


tre. Frances J. Ayers departed fron the park on March 19 fer transfer 
to Grand Canyon Wational Park. “che antored mm duty at Grand Camron om the 
23rd. 


Lon ave, an cld-tiwe employee of the Yellowstone, whe resided at Cuck 
Creek near “eat Yellewstems, died om March <3. 


The Hammond organ, donated to the Yellowstone residents for the “smmoth 
Chapel, arrived in the park om Search 26 and waa installed the same day by a 
representative of the Chas. A. Yelle Music Company of Senver, fron wien the 
organ was purchased. The entire cost of the organ, ¢1'0c.00, wae donated 
by Mr. ami wre. C. Ae Hamilton as a gift to the park pools, in coumenoration 
of their 25th wedding anniversary. They were earried in the park chapel on 
september 20, 1920. The ergan is to play an lwpertent pert in the epecial 
Sumeise Services to be conducted in the chapel on “aster morning, April 1, 
by Reverend A. %. Seebart of Livingston, Uontana. 


ia has been the ease in every ied Cross drive, the park enployess re- 
sponded most generously during the one just canpleted and centrituted 541.50, 
All available employees were solicited and the 10), whe contributed averaged 
$5011 each, The funds were turned ever te the fark County, Montana Chapter. 
Assistant Chief Nenger Albert &. “iliott was chairman of the Yellowstone 
drive. 


Inepections. “arren &. Leland, former Yellowstone Sanger and resently 
custedtas af Badlands Hational “onument, vielted the park on karch 1, om 
route to California for transfer to the Piah and *ildilife Servies; captain 
Se G. Luce, Superintendent, Custer Battlefield Vabiomel cumetery, and ira. 
Lace, arrived March 6, departed on the &thys Ais tie LOMMI, Ve Ee Seologi wal 
Survey, Bolse, Idahe, im Yarch 15 and fom Lethiewn, 4. J. Swelogical Survey, 
Bolse, in March 14 to read water gauges, out 2vth; cworge Oates, Tleld Nepre- 
sentative, American Hed Cross, “maha, im “arch 19 to comiuet First Aid courses, 
departed on the 28th. 


Plane, aps and ee Kevised froject Conetruction “rogran sheets 
were wo up for Yollowstone and Custer Acttlefield National -snetery. 


& revision of the list of Wilding numbers for the park was worked on 
and signs with regard to load limits on the Gallatin section were placed. 


Goneral ae No press releases were sent out during the month, 
but a re article on the park, prepared by Assistant to the Superintendent 
deffe appeared in the special edition of the Casper Tribune-lierald iesued 
in early March. The edition alse contained seme park pieturese 
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| A muaber of pictures was furnished the Join ©. “eaten Sonpany ef Phila- 
 @delphia for wee in illustrating new elementary geography texts, and pictures 


| were aleo furnished Mr. J. Rueseli Gmith of Strathmore, Pennsylvania, for 


tillustreting a third grade reader which he is publishing. 


Road Maintenance. The read to the Game Hench wis bladed and shaped. 
the snow plows meade four trips to Cooke during the month. The heaviest snow 
fell on tho @iyth and <3th, with about 12 inches af very wat, compacted snow 
at Cooke. 


Routing patrole to remove rock wore made almost daily. “ith several 
warm, thewing days, large queadities of rock rolled te the paverzent in almost 
all the exposed rock cute. Uuring the wintur several hundred yards aceumule- 
ted in the ditehes of the read in thes vardimer liver Canyon. 


Sher Ysintenance. Gullding maintenance consiated of ra: tine operations 
throughout the ‘mn the 


“rk Operators. The 194 echedule of ratwe for aynas, Ine. was sabeit- 
ted on 3 and @prroved on Harch 14. “rs imynes visited the park on 

Wereh 10 end 11 and again on March 14, the latter vielt in company with three 
professors from sontana State Coliggs in Sozeman for « disoussion of park 
historical matters with the Superintenient. fr. deynws has purchased a 
building in Bozeman and will move all Sis equipment end supplies from (t. Maul. 
The building in Soszeman has been remodeled by Mr. Haynes and will serve as 

hie office during the winter and as bie store house for the park. 


June 2O wae appreved az the date on which the Yellowstone Park Company 
will. start the ovaration of its tourist cabins and cafeterias for the 12,5 
season at Gld Faithful end Pishing Sridge. 


the general stere at seamoth remained oven threughout the month to take 
eare of local residents. 


Kesearch and Chaervations, “reparation of the information -anusl for 
 Yellowstens Park was carried forward and sows of the stenells have 
veon prepared. It is planned that the work will be completed in april. I¢ 
ia hoped to make this a manwal of valw to 411 exployeee of Tellowstone Sark 
and of the Mational ‘ark Services interested in the Tallowstom, rethar than 
just for the use of the Jaturealist Civiston. 


The Chief Neturalist has also done some wor’ on the Sasic Seve lopment 
futline for the ourk and in revising the interpretive statement so that these 
forte of the Useter Plan may bo submitted again in the sear future for inclusion 
in the Master Plan. 


Increase or becrease in Travel. One hundred fifty-three persons entered the 
pork during wareh, as compared with 146 for the same month in 194. The total 
persons entering the park for the trevel year ia 5,057, a8 compared with 
3,097 persone for 194, am increase of 30.5 per cent. 
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Thirty-two cars entered the park in arch, as caapared with $0 for the 
game month in 19144. The total cars for thie travel year, 1,422, as can- 
pared with 976 for 1944, shows an inorvase of 45.6 per cont. 


nee yr Service. Htngera making regular ekki patrols visited most of the 
interior areas of © park, and checked the park bounduries wherever poasibie. 
Snew gurveys were conducted for the beolewation Lervies ani snow was removed 
from Covernment bulldinge where damage might result if the excessive weight 
were not removed. Considerable offort was devoted te seauring complete census 


figures for bleen and bighorne. 


All rangers who were able to do so participated in the first aid training 
program conducted br Ur. Vaerge 0. vutos, Field sepresentative, American Ued 
Cross. Two rengesrs completed the Jtemiard Course, one completed thy é¢vanced 
Course, and sleven completed tne 44 hour treining courses and will receive 
Inetruetor's Certificates. 


Agseidents. iwea moter vehicle accidents oecurred during Yarsh.e ne took 
place at the north gate on the night of February ii, resulting in hospitelisza- 
tion of the driver, and sinor denage to the autesobile. The other acaldent 
invelved a semitraller and truck which left the Gullatin road and turned over. 
est of the load of cagcline wia lost, but ne corsgonel injuries reaulied. 


Wildlife: Sison - The feeding of bison at Laser wae started om february 
@y and discontinued on Merch 12, after favorable weather Sad sade naturel 
forage available and the animale left the feed grounds. Toenty-elyht tone 
of hay were used during the period of ly daya. 41) hay remeinineg in the 
atnok yards in the fields at Lamar kes now been used and wil stack yard Cones 
have been removed. This completes the landscape restoration program etarted 
im the Lomer area nearly a your ago, as the fields are now <lear of hay stacks 
amd all fences. 


& complete census of the bigon in the gark was meade during february and 
Mareh, with the fellowiag results: 


lamar aml lower Palle areas . . . id45 
Fountain - Hadison Jumetion . . - 50 
tery “gantein - Hayden Valley . . 125 
Peliean Valley rf e+ * © © © B & oe 

total * ¢ * # le’ 


Bighorn. All accessible and known bighern ranges were checked, and 206 
bighorns were actwally cowrted. The total nuaber of these animale in the ark 
ie estimated at 280. 4 detailed report of the bighorn seneus was submitted 


| Hunting Season, The elk hunting season in Sark County, Nontana, officially 
 Glesed at guadown on Maroh 1, but the count was ecanpleted on “ebruary 25 when 

| the “enigan checking station, operated by the Montana “lsh and Unme Oepartaent, 
 Glosed. As reported in the February Monthly Seport, the total reduction of 
the Northern Yellowstone elk herd by hunters was (403. 
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